
 2013 Board  
Member Elections
Voting has now opened for the 2013 
MTA Board Elections. No elections are 
required this year for the Ngāi Te Ao 
and Punahau hapū electorates as their 
representatives were elected unopposed. 
Similarly, no election is required for 
the Ngāti Tamarangi hapū electorate as 
no nominations were received for the 
vacancies in that electorate. The Board 
will consider how to fill those vacancies 
in the near future.
Voting papers have now been mailed 
to registered members of the Ngarue, 
Ngāti Hine, Ngāti Pariri and Ngāti 
Whanokirangi hapū electorates who 
can vote by post or online. To vote 
online, go to https://ivote.electionz.com/
Elections/mp2013
Profiles of the candidates standing for 
election can be viewed from the internet 
voting site. Voting will close at 5.00pm 
on 4 June 2013.
Members that are not registered or 
have not received voting papers should 
contact the election helpline on 0508 
666 887 (NZ residents only) or email 
elections@electionz.com
Anthony Morton 
Returning Officer –  
Muaūpoko Tribal Authority 
0508 666 887 
elections@electionz.com

 Muaūpoko  
Education and  
Te Reo Strategy
In the expression of Rangatiratanga, 
Muaūpoko Tribal Authority has entered 
into an agreement with the Ministry 
of Education to work collaboratively 
on areas of shared interest to support 
Muaūpoko learners to achieve education 
success as Muaūpoko. This work will 
also support Muaūpoko to increase their 
influence in education within their tribal 
boundary. 
In the expression of Muaūpokotanga, 
key educational priorities also are:
•	 To increase speakers of Te Reo Māori 

for Muaūpoko
•	 To increase the knowledge and 

understanding of Muaūpoko identity 
and culture

The journey towards achieving our 
priorities to date has involved the voices 
of our Muaūpoko Whānau, Ngā Kura ki 
Taitoko, Muaūpoko Kaiako, Muaūpoko 
Rangatahi and the Muaūpoko Advisory 
Team (education).
No reira, mōkori anō kia rere ngā mihi 
ki a koutou e tautoko ana i tēnei kaupapa 
whakahirahira.
“Whakahono Kia Tū Kaha, Muaūpoko”.
Mahanga & Maia Williams 
Project Coordinators

 Muaūpoko Survey
On behalf of the Muaūpoko Tribal 
Authority and our Chief Executive 
Officer Steve Hirini, we would like to 
thank the many School Communities 
from Early Childhood to Adult Learning 
Services for your participation in the 
Muaūpoko Education & Te Reo Survey. 
To our Muaūpoko Whānau who 
participated in the Survey, we thank 
you for your time, talents and treasures. 
Please be advised that this engagement 
process with Muaūpoko Whānau is 
still ongoing. Here’s how you can 
participate:
•	 You can now fill in a survey online, it’s 

that simple: www.muaupoko.iwi.nz
•	 Pick up a survey from Tiffany Hori-

Te-Pa at the MTA Office
•	 Email Tiffany to receive a Survey: 

tiffany@muaupoko.iwi.nz 
•	 Contact Tiffany on 06 367 3311. If 

not available please leave a message 
including your postal address to 
receive a Survey.

Your ‘voices’ will contribute to the 
design of a Muaūpoko Education 
Strategy and Te Reo Strategy, due to our 
intent to be more effective in assisting 
our Muaūpoko Whānau and local 
School communities in meeting their 
educational aspirations alongside us as 
local Iwi.

 Muaūpoko  
Hui Rangatahi
On 22 April 2013, we held our first 
Muaūpoko Hui Rangatahi at Kohuturoa 
Marae. The purpose of the hui was to:
•	 Connect Muaūpoko Rangatahi with 

each other and their Tūrangawaewae
•	 Increase their knowledge and 

understanding of Muaūpoko identity 
and culture

•	 Contribute their ‘voices’ to the 
Muaūpoko Education & Te Reo 
Strategy. 

We are extremely happy to report that 
the hui was a huge success from the 
Pōwhiri (Welcome) to the Poroporoaki 
(Farewell). A three day programme 
was developed to be diverse and fun; 
Rangatahi learnt Muaūpoko waiata, 
heard stories from their elders about 
growing up on the lake, learnt about 
Waiwiri and Puanga, visited the 
Kurahaupo Waka, experienced Waka 
Ama on Punahau (Lake Horowhenua), 
took part in ngā toi workshops for 
rāranga (weaving), tā moko and 
painting, worked together to take care 
of their Marae and other activities.  
Rangatahi also found time to tell us, 
“What is Muaūpoko succeeding as 
Muaūpoko.” 
Here are some of the ‘voices’ captured 
from our evaluation session:
•	 I’m glad I came

•	 I enjoyed learning my whakapapa and 
how we all related to each other

•	 I enjoyed meeting new cousins
•	 We should have more of these hui
•	 Waka Ama was the bomb and I enjoyed 

rowing on our Lake for the first time
•	 I liked hearing all the kōrero from our 

Kaumatua about Waiwiri, Punahau 
and Kurahaupo

•	 It was cool doing weaving and 
watching Tā moko being done inside 
the Wharenui

•	 The Kai was mean as
•	 I wish our hui was longer cause I’m 

now getting to know my cousins
•	 First time I’ve stayed here on my 

Marae, I’m gonna Facebook my 
cousins and tell them what they 
missed out on 

Overall we had 30 Rangatahi attend and 
a second Muaūpoko Hui Rangatahi is 
scheduled for later in the year, to be held 
at Kawiu marae.
E ngā rangatira mō āpōpō, matakuikui 
au te mihi kau atu ki a koutou. Kia kaha, 
Kia māia, Kia mataara!

 Urgent Notice
Calling all Muaupoko Kaiako who teach 
Māori learners in Education, Health 
and Social Service Sectors to attend 
a Wānanga workshop in support of 
the: Muaūpoko Education & Te Reo 
Strategy. 
When: 10.00am, Saturday 8 June 2013 
to 1.00pm Sunday 9 June 2013
Venue: Kohuturoa Marae, Levin
Programme: available on the MTA 
website www.muaupoko.iwi.nz
For catering purposes please confirm 
your availability, contact details below.
nga mihi na, 
Maia & Mahanga Williams 
Project Coordinators 
Ph. 06 367 5952, Mobile 027 243 3561 
or email mahangawilliams@xtra.co.nz

 Muaupoko Kaunihera 
Kaumatua Me Nga Kuia
The Kaunihera Committee hereby invite 
Muaupoko Kaumatua to their next hui on 
Friday 31 May 2013, 1.00pm at the MTA 
Office. A quick reminder that Kaunihera 
hui is held the last Friday of every month 
at 1.00pm with the venue to be confirmed 
in the monthly Muaupoko panui.

 Lake Trustees Update
This panui is the first of many updates 
the Trust will be providing to the 
beneficial owners of Lake Punahau 
(Horowhenua). Trustees have expressed 
a collective commitment to keeping our 
beneficial owners up to date on Trust 
activities and key issues concerning the 
Lake, and is exploring a range of ways 
to do this regularly.

Yesterday a Trust meeting was held at 
Thompson House. This was attended 
by a contingent of beneficial owners 
and their whanau who wished to bring 
their concerns about the Lake Accord - a 
document the Trust has been considering 
in draft form.
The hui heard from trustees and owners. 
The korero was heart-felt and all in 
attendance were unanimous in their 
ambition to see the condition of the 
Lake returned to its former beauty, and 
for the existing paru to be removed once 
and for all.
The hui heard from impassioned 
kaumatua who spoke of the many hara 
(wrongs) over decades of pollution 
into our Lake. They, like us all, want to 
see the Lake restored but never at the 
expense of losing, or watering down, 
the clear ownership rights of beneficial 
owners enshrined in statute, which 
was the direct result of the fight our 
ancestors took to the Government and 
Courts and won. The Trust confirmed its 
absolute commitment to achieving both 
aims.
The Lake Accord document is part of the 
first stage of exploring a potential Lake 
restoration project. It is a non-binding 
arrangement that enables the parties to 
commit to a process to work out a draft 
plan for restoration of the Lake. The 
Accord sets out high level principles of 
collaboration and identifies key areas 
of focus. Through this process the Trust 
will contribute to the development of 
the draft plan. The parties will likely 
use as a start point for discussion the 
recommendations contained in the Gibbs 
Report. The five parties are: Lake Trust, 
Horizons, Horowhenua District Council, 
Lake Domain Board and Department of 
Conservation.
The Trust will bring the detail of the 
draft plan to a hui of beneficial owners 
in the very near future to seek comments 
and endorsement at that point as there 
will then be enough detail for owners to 
consider. The Trust’s obligation to seek 
owner approval before any restoration 
plan can be finalised and implemented 
will be expressed in the terms of the 
Accord.
A copy of the draft Accord document 
and a copy of the Gibbs report summary 
can be obtained from the MTA office.
Lake Trustees now meet monthly which 
are usually scheduled for the third 
Sunday of every month, at Thompson 
House. Beneficial owners are welcome 
to attend these meetings for a public 
forum that can be set aside for that 
purpose if needed. Please register 
with Trust Secretary, Keri Hori Te Pa, 
Horowhenua Lake Trust, PO Box 312, 
Levin, 5540.
Lake Horowhenua Trustees

 
Notice of Special General Meeting

Waka Update

 Notice of Annual General Meetings

MTA recently met with officials from TPK to discuss MTA’s draft Mandate 
Strategy. The meeting was very positive with details on our next steps to come.  

MTA invites all whanau to their Annual General Meeting to be held on Sunday 
28th October 2012, 10am at Kohuturoa Marae, Hokio Beach Road, Levin
Agenda
· Receive the minutes of the previous AGM and any Special General Meeting
· Receive the Annual Reports
· Receive the Audited Financial Accounts
· Appoint an Auditor for the ensuing year
Nau mai haere mai whanau.

Treaty Update

As advertised earlier this month, MTA is holding a Special General Meeting 
(SGM) on Sunday 14th October 2012 at Kohuturoa Marae, Hokio Beach Road, 
Levin starting at 10.00am to amend and ratify the Rules of the MTA and to 
approve MTA as the Mandated Iwi Organisation (MIO) for Muaupoko under 
the Maori Fisheries Act 2004 and the Iwi Aquaculture Organisation (IAO) for 
Muaupoko under the Maori Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 
2004.  For further information, explanatory documentation or to obtain a copy  
of the Rules of Muaupoko Tribal Authority go to www.muaupoko.iwi.nz   
or contact Steve Hirini on (06) 367-3311

 
We still have a few more spaces available for FREE home insulation.    
For more information contact Tiffany Hori Te Pa on 06 367 3311 or email 
tiffany@muaupoko.iwi.nz 
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 Muaupokotanga

Calling for Directors
The Muaupoko Trading Company Limited (MTC) is calling for Expressions  
of Interest for a Director. MTC is a asset holding company and manages the 
fisheries assets for MTA. If you have Directorship experience and have a keen 
interest in Business and the Fisheries sector, then we welcome your expression.

The Muaupoko Community Services Limited (MCS) is calling for Expressions 
of Interest for a Director. MCS provide a number of social and health services to 
its membership and community. We welcome expressions from people who have 
experience in the Social and Health Sectors.

Expressions of Interest for both Directorships can be made in writing to Steve 
Hirini, PO Box 1080, Levin or via email steve@muaupoko.iwi.nz. Please   
include  a copy of your CV.

MTA hosted the Ministry of Education on the 31 August to recognise the  
education aspirations and arrangements between the two parties.  

 
On Friday 31st August, a group of iwi 
representatives travelled to Palmerston 
North to view the waka that is currently 
being stored at Te Manawa Museum. 
Shane James, iwi member and 
Collections Manager of Maori Taonga  
at Te Papa , agrees that a full assessment 
of the waka needs to be carried out 
so as to ensure that the waka comes 
to no harm during its transportation 
to Levin and installation at Te Takere. 
A conservator recommended by Te 
Manawa will undertake a conservation 
assessment before movement of the 
waka can be considered. The transport 
date will not be known until the 
assessment and any remedial work is 
done.  The untold story and name of  
the waka is yet to be revealed.

Ngarue Hapu Hui 14th October, 2012 at Kohutoroa Marae, Hokio Beach Road 
Levin starting at 12pm or immediately following MTA Special General Meeting. 
Descendants of Ngarue-Haupo are invited to attend a Ngarue wananga to discuss 
matters Ngarue past, present and future. All descendants’ participation is greatly 
encouraged, naumai haere mai. Contact wkerehi@yahoo.co.nz for further details. 
Please bring a plate.

Ngati Whanokirangi hapu hui, Sunday 7 October, 10.30am at MTA Office

 

Free Home Insulation

 Taonga Return Home
E nga manukura, e nga manu matarae huri noa i te rohe, nei ra tenei pipi e 
maioha atu ana ki a koutou katoa i tatu mai ki te pito whenua o Muaupoko, kia 
whakatairanga ake i tenei kaupapa nunui o te wa, ara, te hokinga mai nga taonga 
tuku iho i nga matua tipuna ki to ratou ukaipo. 

Tihei mauri ora!

It certainly seemed that Tamanui-te-ra was on side on Tuesday to see the return 
of a number of Muaupoko taonga from Te Papa Tongarewa Museum back to the 
whenua from whence they came. A group travelled from Levin into Wellington 
early Tuesday morning to escort the taonga and a team from Te Papa back to 
Kohuturoa Marae where iwi members eagerly awaited the return of the taonga. 
To say that the powhiri at Kohuturoa Marae was an emotional experience for all 
involved is most certainly an understatement. No words can describe the wairua 
felt by everyone who was on board this kaupapa, a truly amazing experience 
for all. The taonga then lay at Kohuturoa Marae for some time before a group 
of more than a hundred iwi members comprising tamariki, youth, pakeke and 
kaumatua escorted them onto Te Takeretanga o Kurahaupo, where another 
powhiri brought the group and the taonga on to their temporary resting place. 

The 19 taonga are a small selection of Muaupoko taonga that have returned to 
Horowhenua on loan for 5 years, and are to be displayed at Te Takeretanga o 
Kurahaupo during this time. Special thanks must go to all that worked tireless 
on the day and the many, many days leading up to this event to make it such a 
special day, ma pango, ma whero, ka oti rawa te mahi! Ana hi! The day was a 
true expression of kotahitanga and whanaungatanga and was an unforgettable 
occasion for everyone involved. 

E aku nui, e aku rahi, nei ano te mihi nunui ki a tatou katoa! Ti ha! 

Sian Montgomery-Neutze        
Te Takere Te Ao Maori Project Coordinator

 Hapu Hui

Photo of MTA representatives gifting a taonga to officials of the Ministry of 
Education. The taonga made by Shelley Minnell signifies the growth of the   
tangata striving ever upwards. The pattern is mirrored representing the steps 
climbing upwards from each side to reach the summit. The summit in the   
centre signifies the partnership between Muaupoko and the Crown.

The bright green peacock feathers represents the attainment of Te Reo and the 
joy our Iwi will gain from this in generations to come. The plaque reads “He 
kupu tuhono, he tuinga paihere”,  a binding word, a binding stitch’ by Sian    
Montgomery-Neutze
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